Dear Hal, 5/6/74 

When I saw the **518 reatun adaress I wondered if the letter was from you so I opened 
and read It .^hlle walking; throu^ chores in town this a.m. I have not done anything about 
the other mail, hawen^t erven looked at the headlines yet* 

3 have been looking forward to hearing from you and am glad that you have written. 1 
must begin with some explanations so you will not deem me impolite or of other than good 
intentlona. I am, as I have been for an unrelieved deoade, extraordinarily busy. X don’t 
know what a day off is and until recently rarely got more than four hours' sleep. Sevei^ 
weeks agi I was hit by the first of two essentially minor problems. They have slowed me 
down. The first la about past, a pulled obast musolae that made even breathing painful. The 
Second is a recurrence of an oldie, something undiagnosed in the middle ears that, as the 
doctor put it, occasionally lets the nuts and bolts work loose. They are graducally 
tightening again. So, the oombination puts even more time pressure on me. Thus I will not, 
for one example, at least at this point, go into my full (and unromantLo) OSS history. Kor 
will I be able to do what I shpuld, read this and oor:aot my terrible typing, I am writing 
a book that must rush through, can't go into it now, and thia applies even more pressure. 

I’ll follow my usual practise of addressing what I romember and then skim your letter 
a gain to Boe if I have overlooked anything. 

As rational people, even those of strong political pre^Judloas, address such matters, 

I have a perfectly clear reoord. I have never been a member of anything except trades 
uasMia and cooperatives. Ify first "politloal" problem was when I was writing a book on 
the Qlea oommlttee cuid they undertook to frame me. In the end, whllT; they made the etrongest 
efforts ever made to got me, the grand jury refused to indict, a first, and I got their 
man ocnvloted, still another and I think atlU unequallyad first. 

I had no such problems in OSS. I was a soldier. Hy first jobs was the only investi- 
gative Job I ever did. It was a super-eecret super-apectacula r that is relevent to my 
recent work. A orew of men, led by one named *aris, had volunteered for an almost certain 
death overseas drop, had been framed after a fight with the Washington MPs, were in Jail, 
'*eneral Donovan, all of whose lawyers had been ineffectual, believed them innocent, and 
after X was aeourity olearad and moved it that Job awaited me. X walked the man in six 
weaka. And the guy in charge of the framing aulolded. 

Where I ran into this same Wnd of fascist trouble was when OSS was broken into two. 

X waa an analyst except whan X was sued as a writer. My last writing Job, to write the 
eacret history of OSS’s intelligence operations, waa stolen and appeared with Jimmy 
Cagney starring. Xt is the movie OSS, It was at this point that I got a medioal discharge 
and waa rehired as a civilian analyst. X was in the past transferred to State. There wae 
what amounts to a pogrom. X waa the only non— acholar of the tan (aside from a case of 
ndatakan iduntity, it was that careless) and 1 fou<^t all the others, especially the 
PhDs, wlw> were the majority, to fi^t back. I then got us counsel. In the end we won. We 
pehired and were expected to did (^uit. X at least got )iypped out of all that 

Kariif pay. Of the nine intended, el(^t were Jews and the ninth was married to one. X am 
familiar with nost of the work done by most of us and it was quite the opposite of the 
implioations. It was what latter got flailed MoCartfaylaa. Enough on this? 

Bud did ask ms to Join his committee while he was still organizing it. I refsused 
for clearly speolflsd reasons that boil down to my distrust of so many of thoae he trusted, 
the oonoept itaelf was wrong and couldn’t work, and he was assured that all tboee doing 

real work would have nittaimg to do with hin or ii. It was the wrong way to do tbs ri^t 

♦Mwg and with peopla who ranged from simply inoompetent to highly suspect. One of the 
grudges Bud eontlnusa to bear is that X was so right. 

Tou ask about Mob. X know little of his views, having stayed away from the CTIA 
nnc /a vLolstlons of tTUSt wlt)i serlflus oonsequenoes were repeated. Then Bud started not 
keeping his word. Hy opinion of Bob coincides withn yours insofar as you consider 

pereonallty but X go fturtbur and say that for this kind of work he has the wrong kind 

of miad. With all that work he has produced nothing except trouble. 



Heapite this recoxxi I Bud por80nally» dlaa^pree with him often, work with him 
when it aerres oommon inter^^ata and like sk hell when I think he in wrong. Recently 

there has been little need but the past holda aome pretty bitter and verbally violent 
incidenta. That in each case I was proven right may increaae his unexpressed respect for 
me but I don't think it has father fondneas. 

I don't think it mokea a bit of difference what the current college generation thinka 
of th9 CTIA« I do hope it is worse than you say because the sooner it is ended the better 
the ohances of aooooxplishment. '^t has bean and has alao been the fooua of the most telling 
oriticlama of the work in opposition to the official fictiont it is incapable of ever 
being a:iythlng better* it has done no good at all and much harm, and the craay ones are 
getting craaier and crazier* I regard it aa I first described it years ago. as an abortion* 
Perhaps at some point someone will find a way of bringing so many conflicting vlewa 
into haxmony. so many contradiotory personalities to a working relatuonahip. but 1 believe 
it can t be done* Others of us have worked together, souething with acrimony, but always 
with mutual respect and trust and without all the bullshit that has appeared without doing 
good and doing harm, we have learned and ahared much* The number decreased sharply with 
the advent of CTIA simply because of attrition and because the CTIA was an attack on the 
oredibility of all other work* I sliould not ay other because it never really did any* 

I atm work cloaealy with l^saar* I like and reapeot him much* It is chiefly but not 
entirely on legal work* I am sure ha haa to be aa disenchanted with CTIA aa I am* I undei^ 
stand that Smith has left and Bud is fighting the others on what should happen* lou now 
know my view* You forget, but I told you all of this long ago. when you told me you were 
Joining* Karller you had visited me and had said you would get a band of lav akudents 
together to work with me* I am sorry this did not happen and that you got off. with the 
best of intentions, in the wrong direction* 

I think tills may illustrate the problem the mere existence of CTIA created* There 
were many capable people, of whom you aro one. who were not able to work full time but 
could work part tira* If in each part of the country where really aignificant work was 
being done these with part-time oapahilitieB could have Joined with others who had already 
acquired much knowledge, real accomplishment could have resulted* There are countless 
wothrwhilo thing s I have wanted to do and have not been able to do zayaelf* Aaingle c^ood 
law student in PC could have helped advance what I have done very much* Could even today* 
Those t ings you told me before you left are more than fascinating and relevant* But 
the separation between us now is a considerable inhibition* So also ia my inability to 
sit down and write long explanations that are necessary for these kinds of things to be done * 
I have to give the other work, including writing, priority* 

CTIA is CIA/oops* Bullshit, for all my dislike of soma, contempt of others^ dis- 
approval of the whole abortion, eto. I am satisfied Bud is not* I am satisfied that some 
are dubious characters azid that Bud likes and trusts them* However. supix) 8 e they were? 

Except for what they did because It oomaa naturally to all of them, this destruction of 
credibility, what the hell role could they serve? “one at all* They accomplished nothing, 
developed nothing, so why should the spooks waste any real effort on then? Now the destruoti 
of crodibillty is another matter* It first the Disinformation type* But it is the natural 
way of all tlioae characters, so official intejeats or direction was unnecessary* It is. 
in my opinion, the natural result of the characters of the people involved* 

I have never met Hunt, never heard of him until Watergata* On him we are at once 
close together and yet far apart* You out him in Dallas* Except aa a self-starter I do not 
and cannot* After what he did before the Bay of Pigs ns faction of the Agency could have 
tauated Hja with anytliing like that* I lack the actual proof, but it is my belief tha t as 
you say. he worked with Dulles until Dulles left and what I can't prove but do believe, 
therefater was at least for t^xe most pert in the verboteoi Daoestic end* I have a kind of 
proof be^^Lnrlng in 1965 only and have been able to do some traci n g since, without having 
ever met anyone who claims to have known him* I believe part of hla disinformation work 

had to do with the J 7 K tussaaai nation, and he;^ we are close* I don^ remember jpy soime. 
out £ have Been told nla ori^inai Flexioo aefliffliment was disinfoxmatioii* So we i m m ediately 

have a question that cxddresses our conflioting ^in pi^rt) views of himi why the hell should 
CIA have foiuid it necessaxy to Dininform about JFK's aasasei na tlon? 
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Tou deacribe Mm aa “a CIA 'aaaasslnation expert.*” la thla opinion or fact? In 
either I would liku to know the proof or the reaaon. All clandeatina operators, in 

▼aiylng degree, know and have to know aonethlng about aasasalnationa. But this does not 

malm all of them exporta. _ . ^ _ 

I would auggeat that you ainplify your belief of the Dallas Diainf onaation operation, 

I see no need for there to have been any CIA involvement. The forces at work and the 
actual devBlo^aenta elininated the need. They don't generally do the unnooeasary, if there 
are apactaoular exoeptiona. Between the local authorities and Hoover's personal n.ieds, 
character and predispositiona, what more was needed? It had to work out the way it did, 
and I know of nothing that required the CIA to help it along. , 

This goes for your view of Hijon's oonoum over the Hunt blacknail. I think it can 
be ainplificd and la credible without any reference to Dallaa. If ^^t yapi>ed, Nixon was 
hurt badly. Did Nixon need nore? If Hunt blackmailedhe got money, which hapijens to be the 
moat important thing in life to him. Did ho need nore than what he could aay about those 
joba ho had dona for the Wgita House (and if you have any knowledge here I would ap.reoiate 
it)? No, please don't oomplicato this enormously complicated natter more than it need be. 

If you do you will be and will remain hopelessly bogged down. The safest approach is 
to begin with the simplest and then if It Is insufiloient to add to it. 

Bamenber, each unnefessaxy person was a new weak link. The spooks know this best. 
Frankly, I can t and don't believe that the top co mman d of the CIA offed JFK 

or ordered it. Now a faction, that is a different story. What you must understand is that 
JBK's the top of the CIA's view on the essential natters, like SHAaia, had changed in 
the direction and at the sane time, roughly. So, he was not an enemy but an asset to it. 

What little of the CIA's papers came out with The Pentagon Papers is quite conslatent 
^Ith this. They were realxy in conflict with LBJ's views, which differed from JFK' s. It 
was not until after Loos and after they came to realize that what they had undertaken was 
impossible t}iat the top command view changed. JIX's had by then, too, and if not out of 
high principle, from practicality. It could not be done. 

The real conflict on policy was between JFK and the prevailing ni,itary mind. 



I have to get to the many other tAnga. 

I would welcome your beliefs o0«^t, especially in domestio matter and the 
Vg^^Pgate, separate fby what you know to be fact and what you believe. And anything else 
you known on CIA domestic operations. And ironts. 

You were to have spoken to your ex-wife before you left to see if s^ie would tUk to 
me about what she knew of the j^unta in Europe. I do not know what your relations are now, 
but this continues to interest me much. If she la c k s a car, I am sure Lesar will bring her 
here and if she ha^' the kids, they'U go orajy about this place, with even fi^ than oome 
to bo fed* If she has a car and lives near the western half of the -^ltway» it ia 
an eaay hour and an easy drive. With rha reduced speed limit, it is less than ^ hour 
from areas because there is no stopping, no light, and seven minutes on side roads 

after the exprossways, , 

I i rin 1)3 writing what i have put together and because ol this can t take tune to 
write it all over again in letters. Whether or not I can get it printed, it will not then 
be secret from you. I see an importance in Hunt not ever indicated anywhere, and that I 
am pursuing, which is in part an explanatian of my request for anything you can supply. 

Or anyone to whom you can refer me. 

But please believe me, Hal, if there was no more than his a..n account, one moat 
Aavorable to him, of what he did just before the Bay of Pigs, that in itself is more than 
snou^ to have ended and thp CIA trust in him for really deUoate adseions. 

WhHTa I hope things begin to go well with you and that you take root and prosper and 
gtay profAtably busy, I also hope you will find time to put all you can on paper for me. 

Hers I remind you that I am 61 and extraordinarily weary and no longer poseseed of the photo- 
graphio memory I wonce enjoyed. So, if there ia anything you want heW in co^idenoe, plearo 
so fable it, 1 wiuld iilao welcome and like to be able to use in a..otherwork temporarily laid 
what you once told me and I no longer recall clearly about some cables on ^uba you 

ODC6 SOU* . . , 

I tMnif the easiest way to work your way throu^ all the inevitaole eri'ors is with a 



pencil, mniring cozTeotiona aa you go. 
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Thanks and heaz regardst 



